In November 2021 a compilation of Time for God volunteer stories was put together. They are made up of pieces written during the volunteer’s year here, their reflections afterwards, and news of their continuing lives.
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2000-2001: Christopher    
Now Pastor of Orchards United Methodist Church, Vancouver, USA https://www.orchardsumc.com/
Update ‘Send my regards to the good people of Emmanuel, I remember many of them and often look through my photos of my time there. I am very different now, but I know that any improvements in my life have come as a result of my time at Emmanuel.  I understand my nation better.  I understand the meaning of church better. I understand the meaning of community better and I understand what it means for God to be with us (Emmanuel) I pray that this truth, that God is always with us will be known to Emmanuel in new and exciting ways.’
2001-2002: Paul    
Paul assisted the congregation in a production of 'Noye's Fludd'. 
He said 'I have enjoyed Emmanuel's vision and willingness to take risks'

2002-2003: Elena      
Elena left Emmanuel for a break at home in Kingston and then took up studies in Theology at the University of London.

2003-2004: Audrey    
October 2017 update: Audrey has met Chris, first TfG, at the United Methodist Church conference in USA https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wgm8uKGw7_k She currently works for Living Room https://livingroomatl.org/a-shout-of-hope-to-georgia-aids-walk-atlanta/
Christmas 2017 update: ‘It is wonderful to hear that Emmanuel is still so active in the community AND that you are still hosting TfG volunteers!   I have incredibly positive memories of that year, and so many wonderful people!! The church website is looking beautiful, and I’m honoured that you have made such an effort to reach out to each of us and find updates!!   I often think back to my time with Emmanuel URC with incredible fondness and am grateful for all I learned then. In the many years since, I have often found myself promoting fair trade, arguing for better treatment for the differently-able, remembering the value all ages of people can add to a community, and refusing to accept less than excellence in the model of Jan Nichols!  Please share my great love with everyone!’
2004-2005: Rachel  
2015 update - It's been fun reflecting on my memories of Cambridge, and how they shaped what's come next in my life (although I've been trying not to think about the fact it's been ten years since I left...).  When I look at the years that followed, it's obvious how much the things I did and learned have influenced my choices in life.

One of my highlights from my year in Cambridge was working in the cafe.  I'd never worked with people with learning disabilities before, so I found it daunting at first, but it soon came to be my favourite place to be and staff who worked there, some of my favourite people.  My experiences there taught me never to judge what people can and can't do, and just to accept people as they are, and where they are in life.  It's proved to be a hugely valuable time, as after I graduated, I went on to work for learning disability charities where I campaigned and lobbied the Department of Health and Treasury for more rights and more funding for people with learning disabilities.  I worked on social care legislation that will hopefully make a fairer system for people disabilities and also edited the first easy read newspaper for people with learning disabilities.  Looking back, it seems amazing that all of that stemmed from working alongside friends and colleagues in Emmanuel's cafe.
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2005-2006: Melody  
2006: As Melody left we said ‘Melody came to us last September as a Time for God volunteer and has since made herself very much at home in the life of Emmanuel. She came with very little English but she came with a smile. That smile and her natural loving nature endears her to all she meets.  She now leaves us to return home and to her studies, but she will leave behind a legacy of love –  a love for the mission of the café and the visitors who use it, a special love for the children in Emmanuel and at the half term events and a real love for all the people of Emmanuel who have welcomed her into their lives.  Melody –take with you our love and our thanks for being with us – for your cheerfulness, your enthusiasm, your joy – all that you have brought to Emmanuel.’
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Visiting Sheena



                          Melody with Jan

2019 update: Jung Jung eun [known to us as Melody] has now returned with her husband and sons from St Petersburg to South Korea. She is ‘preparing to go to University for PhD course, my major is special education for people of learning disability.’
2006-2007: Maria   
Maria left Emmanuel to take up a position in a kindergarten.
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Maria, red apron, in the kitchen Café team.
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Clémence Haacke




 [image: image4]         Cake decorating with Liz

 2007-2008: Katrin  
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Katrin took this picture at Pilots.

2019 update:  Dear friends at Emmanuel, I am sending you Christmas greetings and blessings for 2020! It has been quite a while since I last send you an update message. Joana was born in March 2018. She is soon going to be two years old – wow. She is a bright and lively girl. She is very confident, loves to be outside and challenges her parents very much. After her birth in 2018, Christian stayed at home with her and Leonie while I went to work. This concept is not very common in Germany and we faced different challenges with the changed role concept. However, we did quite well and had super support from my boss. Leonie is now four years old. She was going to a kindergarten in the forest which she enjoyed very much. She is a quiet, helpful and very friendly person. She loves making music. Chris stopped his work last year and since then he is at home taking care of the children. He has done a continuous training to become a coach and a pastor. This year was a very interesting and packed year with lots of changes… As you may know, I was pursuing a PhD in the field of electrical engineering /integrated circuits. In September, I have passed my disputation and therewith finished my studies. This ended my academic career which meant to us that we had to leave Darmstadt since there were no jobs offered. So, I applied for jobs and in the end, I had two really interesting offers. As a family, we decided to move closer to our parents. So now, I am working for the industry, designing optical sensor interfaces for encoder. The company is very trusting, my team is super, the tasks are challenging. So, after only three weeks I quite like my job and my colleagues. So now we are living in Donaueschingen which is at the edge of the black forest. It is a small town at about 700m height and it is quite chilly here. We found a nice house for living. I walk to work for only 5 minutes and can come home for lunch which is really nice. Actually, everything is within walking distance from our home… We quickly found connections to the church and to our neighbours (who are also going to the church). Leonie and Joana have found friends and like to play with the neighbour’s kids who are in the same age. Chris will look for a new job when both children are going to the kindergarten. Some of you may still remember Becci, who was a TFG at St Mark’s College in Saffron Walden. We are still very good friends, continue to telephone every week for hours and still meet up a couple of times per year. This friendship is very valuable to me and we now share more than 12 years of life together. I sadly read on the internet, that the Fare Shares Cafe had to close. Very sad!:-( As nearly everywhere around the world, we are forced to stay at home. This time allows much time for reflection, but also worries about health and finances. But it also gives a lot of time for praying. I hope that during this very special holy week this year, you meet God in a very special way. I pray that you are protected from the virus and that you keep well. Looking forward to hearing from you! Be blessed! With love, Katrin :-)

2008-2009: Patrick    
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Patrick, sixth from left, with Pilots

2009-2010: Carsten  
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Carsten, front left, with Pilots

2017: I still live in Erlangen. I started working at the University at the Institute of Optics as a PhD-Candidate. Love it! Have a really nice Professor, what I think is the most important Thing. Having a good boss at your job always helps. Also I can employ Master- and Bachelor students as many as I want to, which is also a really nice thing about this position. The last 2 month I only worked Monday to Wednesday at Uni, then I drove back to my parents to sell Christmas trees. So most of my holiday I actually spent working on cutting trees and drive them around. As you can imagine I am looking forward to Christmas Eve! Maybe we will see us next year, as I usually manage to come like every third year to Cambridge or so… I wish you a very Happy Christmas, with love, Carsten

July 2021: Being on the farm is truly a change to the usual daily life. Living with my parents under one roof again was nice but also strange at the same time. But still better than being isolated in my flat in Erlangen…  In September I will leave University (handing in my PhD thesis in ca. 3 weeks) and will start working at an optics company (Zeiss) as a product manager. I am really looking forward to that! Although it means, that I leave Erlangen after 11 years and will move to Aalen (Baden-Württemberg). This is somehow still not closer to home, but you can’t have everything, right?! 😊 I always thought, it would be fun to give a talk to the congregation at church, or basically anyone who is interested, on how my time at URC and the people I met there influenced my life. After 12 years I think it would be good to recap on that. What do you think? To do this in person would of course be much nicer, but it looks like that Covid might not let that happen soon. Since I am quite used to presentations in Zoom-Meetings, I was wondering if maybe I could gather people for a Zoom-Call to do my recap together with. Do you think, people would be interested? Much love from Germany, Carsten

2010-2011: Eva       
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October 2016: I just wanted to give you a quick life update. In the last few month I was accepted to study at the CEU - the Central European University in Budapest - for an Erasmus term. So last Friday in the evening I took a train from Berlin and arrived here in Budapest in the morning (after spending a big part of the journey together in a train department with three lovely girls from Surrey) I have rented a room, which I really like (most of all I love the red armchair I now have 😊and yesterday I spend the whole day in University, being flooded with information. I really enjoy Budapest, the city is lovely and I feel quite at home here. I will stay until shortly before Christmas, when the term ends and will then move back to my flat in Berlin.
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Eva, July 2019, with Michael and Johann Friedrich 

      Café celebration, July 2019

2011-2012: Clémence            
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My year in Cambridge, Emmanuel URC, 2011/2012: I decided to do a gap year after my baccalaureate, going to England was for me the possibility to discover a new country, a new culture and live my faith outside my church. First, I was very much impressed by the warm welcome the hosting families and the Church members gave me. In this way, I settle down very quickly. Before coming, I didn’t know how I should imagine the Café, as I neither never worked with people with learning difficulties nor worked in a Café before, I was eager to know how it would be. There again, I was quickly introduced in the team and I felt that I was at my place. I enjoyed working in the kitchen and at the service, because there was always time to speak with the other volunteers or the customers and learn a lot about people and cultural differences. More seriously, I also learnt one important thing in the Café: there is always a place for everyone’s skills. I was really impressed how each volunteer had the possibility to contribute to its manner to the daily tasks. 

Moreover, the Time for God year gave me also the opportunity to travel through the United Kingdom and discover many places and meet other volunteers. I enjoyed visiting other Time for God volunteers and see their placement and visit different towns. This showed me, that every volunteer has a special role at its placement and that we all contribute to our manner to witness God’s words. 

Looking back on this year, I realise that during a year I gave my time for a project and a Church, and this gave me a lot in return, which I will always keep in memory. I would encourage everyone who wants to do and change something (even a little), to take a gap year with Time for God, you won’t be disappointed! 

August 2016  ‘I now study political sciences at the universities of Freiburg (Germany) and Aix-en-Provence (France). The studies give me the opportunity to learn more about politics, international relations and cultural differences. I am very much interested in European politics and projects, which, I hope, might become my professional field.’

Christmas 2017 In January and February I’ll be going to Cote d’Ivoire where I’ll do some research and interviews for my Master thesis in Political Sciences. And then I’ll be back in Aix, where I’ll write the thesis.
2012-2013: Maren   
On the evening of the 3rd of September 2012 I arrived in London Stansted Airport not really knowing where I was going and not really knowing anyone. I was picked up with a very warm smile by Jan. We then arrived at Maureen’s and John’s. I still can recall how I felt. I was really excited, happy and sad at the same time and my mind probably didn’t really understand what was going on. The next day I started work immediately in the front, being shown around very kindly by Rita and Christine. I also had a day in the kitchen with Alison, the most patient and kindest person I know. On the Sunday, I joined the United Reformed service for the first time and I was surprised by how much I could identify with the way of worship. I felt really very welcomed by all the people. Everyone seemed to want to give me at least a 100 smiles. ;-) I then joined the first Time For God Conference in London which was fun and it was good to meet other volunteers and to share first feelings and expressions with them. After that I really started to get to know the work and all the volunteers in the Café and people at the church better. Slowly, I started to relax more especially with the people with learning disabilities. 

For Christmas I made German Christmas Biscuits with Lesley who has learning disabilities and I was really amazed by how much fun it was for me to work with her. I was able to spend Christmas eating a lot of mince pies and turkey with Maureen and John. In my opinion, this is one of the great things I got out of this year, living with host families I was able to really experience the British way of life.

February 2022: 2022 holds many exciting and new things for me. In April my last semester at university is starting and all going well I will finish with a master’s degree in School Psychology in September. As you might remember, I did a lot of studying (I have a degree in English and Media (B.A.) and one in Psychology (B.Sc.)) and am very happy now to have finally found the professional path I want to take. I would like to work as a counselling psychologist for children and their families and thus hope to find a job in autumn. I’m still a junior church leader at my old church, having started after my return from my TFG year at Emmanuel! Also, I was elected to our local community council in 2019 where ever since I focus on environmental topics and try prompting small changes towards more sustainability in our village. I am sending love to you all and wish good health in these times, hoping that we will meet again not before too long. God bless you, Maren

2013-14: Johann Friedrich
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With Julia, at the English Reformed Church in Amsterdam. They met when Julia was also a TfG volunteer in Cambridge.

Eastertide 2014 Dear Friends, “The Lord is risen.” – “He is risen indeed!” As long as I can remember Easter Morning services, this was the greeting on the door. Somebody gave me a welcome with handshake and “The Lord is risen” and I knew I had to answer “He is risen indeed!” Saying this made me very proud, even when I maybe couldn’t understand totally what I was answering. But in a special way, sharing this good news gave me and gives me still a feeling of hope – a hope that we are not lost between our sins and our inability to change to the better. 

As I write this letter, we are at the end of Easter weekend. It was a rather unusual Easter for me – my twentieth Easter but the first one without any of my family around me. But Easter is also the end of Lent and it was also a rather unusual Lent for me. Of course, since September nearly everything has been “rather unusual” for me, but it was truly the most intensely experienced time of Lent I ever went through. One thing that made this Lent so intense for me was our Lent housegroups. It is a good cause to take some time just to think about our faith, to discuss with other people, to agree or to disagree, and to see that you are not alone with your big questions and problems, and I think it is a good sign for a congregational life, if people meet in a private home to share and discuss the most personal issues of their faith. This is something we as congregation can be proud of. And there is so much more. 

Emmanuel is such a lively and active congregation; so many members take part in our congregational life and spend time and effort. I am often amazed to see all that and I will take a lot of inspiration with me. So, I think we can be proud of the way in which we live together, in which we are open for everybody and supporting for people in small and big need. However, to be too proud can be dangerous. It is easy to forget how privileged such a community is, and how much effort it needs to maintain it. 

I made an interesting experience: Since I have been living here in Britain, I sometimes suddenly notice things which are much better in Germany. Often these are daily life things like street signs or water taps. I never realized how good they are when I was living in Germany; only through missing them have I seen what I had before. That does not just happen if you are leaving a country, it is probably something very normal: as long as you are at school everything related to it is horrible – after leaving, you realize that there really were also positive things. Or all this rain! It is never the right time to rain but if there is no rain for more than two weeks we realize that no rain is even worse. And maybe it was a little bit like that with Jesus: the disciples struggled sometimes with his teaching and his way of living but when he died, they realized what they had lost and how much they needed his presence. After three days they were ready to receive this final teaching. Not only Jesus changed between death and resurrection – so also did the disciples. So – sometimes we don’t see how good things are and how important they are for us until we miss them. With a street sign or the rain, that is not a big problem but sometimes it is too late then. Knowing that, we can remind ourselves how greatly gifted we are, how proud we can be of what we are doing together – pride mixed with thankfulness. And if changes have to take place, it is easy to forget that things that happen at the moment are not natural and that they need a lot of effort to keep them going. With that in mind and the will to do what we can do to keep this high standard for life through a community in Christ, we can understand a little bit more of what we confess with our deepest faith, saying, “He is risen indeed”. I wish you the very best, and may God’s blessing be with us all, Johann Friedrich

Johann Friedrich is now studying church music in Halle, Germany. He often visits Cambridge!
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Café celebration, July 2019
2014-2015: Imke  
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Imke with Charlotte and Elizabeth, and Jenny 

Dear members of Emmanuel, I’m in my last months of my volunteer service and slowly but surely my time at Emmanuel finishes at the end of June. In order to gather together for a last time I would like to invite you for a walk to Grantchester on Saturday, the 6th of June. After walking along the River, we will have a cream tea at the Orchard in Grantchester. We will meet at 2pm at the Lammas Land Car Park on Driftway where free parking is available. For those who cannot walk all the way, you are welcome to meet us in Grantchester at the Orchard.
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Reunion – September 2015 - Eva, Clemence, Sarah, Katrin, Patrick and Johann Friedrich

2015-2016: Sarah  
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Taught the children an Irish Blessing which was shared in worship

Inspired by Malala Yousafzai, Sarah worked with the Young Adults Group to contribute an exhibition for the ‘Voices’ theme with a focus on education for girls. This promoted the work of Camfed and provoked ongoing support from those who viewed it. https://camfed.org/
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Café outing to Anglesey Abbey. 

2016: Dear friends in Emmanuel, with August approaching my time with you here in Emmanuel is sadly drawing to a close. Therefore I recently had my final conference day with Time for God. In a small regional group we were looking back on our experiences, discussing what there is still to do now and talking about our plans for when we “go home”.

As you might remember from the Annual Report, the word “home” is a rather confusing word for me to use, because I feel like I have two homes now. The United Kingdom, Cambridge and especially you, Emmanuel, have become a home for me, to which I know I always can come back to. That is a great feeling! Thank you!

Sharing this at the conference, it soon become clear that many of the other TfG volunteers feel the same and thanks to a brilliant idea from one of them, we solved the confusion by using “home” for our placement and “home home” for our point of origin!

So , when I go home home, I hope to study French and Chemistry for a teachers degree at the university of Heidelberg. However, I will never forget about my home here and one reminder will always be this wonderful Irish blessing : May the road rise up to meet you. May the wind be always at your back. May the sunshine warm upon your face; the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His hand.
[image: image19.emf]APRIL    2017     Flying back to GB! Visiting Cambridge and Emmanuel again! Seeing friends again,  sharing food, time and conversation. Exchanging news. Helping out in the café. Getting to know the  current TfG voluntee r Barbara in person. Realising that one week is not enough.    


Spring 2019 - Now having singing lessons and a member of a Gospel Choir. Spent the autumn term at University in Lyon -  ‘Improving my French. Improving also my skills to switch between different languages (French, English, German)’. Visiting Cambridge 2019

2016-2017: Barbara
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First cup of tea in Fair Shares Café
February 2018: I love to remember the time I spent in Cambridge and especially in Emmanuel. It still impresses me in which way the congregation welcomes people and how they support each other. During the year I always felt accepted who I am and I found many new friends. I learnt so much about the English culture and traditions. This year showed me how important it is to be a Christian and how great it is to worship in another language. Since I got back to Germany I am studying Pharmacy in Würzburg. Even it was not my first wish to study I am so happy that I got into it because I really enjoy it. I love being in the labourites and the stuff  we learn is so interesting. My first practical work experience showed me that being a pharmacist is the right profession for me.Moreover, I found a new home in Würzburg. It is such a nice town and it reminds my a bit of Cambridge with all the little nice streets, shops and the river. The people I got to know are so friendly which made it quite easy to settle in. I am so thankful that I got to know a place like Emmanuel to where I am always able to come back to! Bless you all!
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With Lesley
2017-2018: Michael
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Summer 2018

I think some of you know that I already had a small connection to Emmanuel before I started my year here as a volunteer from Germany. My sister was also a TFG volunteer 2013/2014 but she was in St Andrews in Chesterton. When I visited her during her year we went into the Fair Shares Café to visit the current TFG volunteer Johann Friedrich. Because I still know him very well I learnt a lot about Emmanuel and the Café. So I was really excited when I got an e-mail in spring 2017 that said that Emmanuel would be my placement for 2017/2018.

When I arrived in Cambridge I felt that everyone was very welcoming and I appreciated all the help from this congregation. I want to give a special thank you to my three host families. They really get me into the English way of living, e.g. I enjoyed celebrating important feasts with my host families like Christmas and Easter.

The worship in Emmanuel is not too different from the worship in my home church back in Germany; it is in fact very familiar. But I really enjoy the difference: the congregation here feels a bit like a huge family and that is a special feeling that I haven’t had in my church at home. 

Now I will let you know what I am doing here for one year: my work varies from day to day. I help in the office for two days and I do things like updating the website, helping with publicity and doing 

posters. The other three days I am working in the Fair Shares Café. I always wanted to work in a little café so I am very glad that I can live my “dream”. Moreover I really enjoy working along people with learning disabilities and I get a lot of experiences out of it. Fortnightly, I visit Ruth 

McKenzie together with Molly Hurst. We three enjoy interesting conversations in a relaxed atmosphere. Once a month I help in the Junior Church on Sunday morning and it is always lovely to do something with the children and see how they think.

All in all I can say that I love Cambridge with all the different opportunities and of course I especially love Emmanuel with all the different and lovely people. You all make my time here one that I will 

never forget.     Michael Birke

Christmas 2018 - sent cookies! ‘Christmas last year was very special for me’.
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Michael at café celebration July 2019
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Carina, Michael, Johann Friedrich, Eva and John Bradbury, July 2019

2018-2019: Carina
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Carina put together an exhibition explaining the significance of fair trade, which everyone using the ‘Fair Shares’ Café could look at and hopefully learn from. With help from Alison and the Café Volunteers, she also made this delicious chocolate cake.
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Carina with Charlotte at St Columba’s
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 Rainbow cakes: LGBTQ+ celebration
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Carina with Sophie, Pamela Cressey’s granddaughter.
Carina’s Cream Tea by Stephen Thornton 

On a very hot summer’s day at the end of June (although not, as it turned out, the hottest day of the year), over 40 of us, drawn almost equally from our two previous congregations, gathered in our garden to celebrate the end of Carina’s year with us as our ‘Time For God’ volunteer.

Carina and Liz Barrow had baked a mountain of scones of a wide range of varieties for us to enjoy with the customary cream and jam as we chatted under the shade of our garden trees. Plentiful cold drinks were served from an ice bucket under the trees. Lorraine and I were delighted to have been able to host such a lovely occasion. There was much talk of what Carina had achieved during her year with us, the people she had met, the things she had been involved in and the fun she had had. We will all miss her, but wish her well as she returns home to her family and her university studies. 

